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Mission 
 
The mission of the Integrated Day Charter School is to 
provide a flexible and academically challenging atmos-
phere which allows for the individual differences of the 
learners.  Parents, students and instructors work together 
to establish a developmentally appropriate program for 
each student.  Character development and direct instruc-
tion in a social curriculum are an integral part of the pro-
gram.  A commitment to and involvement in the school 
community, as well as a larger Norwich community, are 
fostered. 
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Vision 
 
The Integrated Day program is an alternative program 
which adheres to a developmental approach.  Curricular 
content adheres to state and national standards, but the 
methods used will differ dramatically from the conven-
tional classroom.  The ID program appreciates and 
acknowledges that children pass through various stages 
on their journey to adulthood.  The philosophy underly-
ing the program recognizes that to be actively involved 
and truly engaged, a learner must have input into both 
the content of the learning as well as the process by 
which the knowledge is acquired.  Education is viewed 
as a whole, a dynamic activity which extends beyond the 
classroom and the school and penetrates the world of the 
learner.  To understand a subject fully, several content 
areas must be incorporated, synthesized and investigat-
ed prior to the acquisition of true knowledge.  The stu-
dents are expected to identify areas of personal interest, 
investigate these areas, incorporate various subjects into 
their investigation and then present what they have 
learned to the class.  Study and life skills, such as plan-
ning, problem solving, creative thinking and budgeting 
of time, are directly taught in relationship to a topic 
which is of personal interest to the student.  The culmi-
nating exercise is an oral presentation which is viewed 
by his or her peers and videotaped for portfolio assess-
ment.  Personal projects allow the students to have input 
into the curriculum, allow for greater creativity and in-
still a sense of autonomy, personal pride and intellectual 
curiosity. 
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Philosophy 
 
Volunteers are a critical part of the Integrated Day Program.  All 
volunteers will be provided with orientation and training.  A key 
part of volunteer success is a clear understanding of tasks and 
responsibilities, including agreement to adhere to the code of 
conduct described below. 
 
We believe: 
 - Parents are primary teachers at home; teachers are  
   primary teachers at school. 
 - the best interests of the child are the prime objective.  
   When schools and parent form strong partnerships,  
   children’s potential for success improves significantly. 
 - Mutual respect and trust between parents and teachers 
   is essential. 
 - There are many ways parents can support the school 
   community. 
 - Parents are an integral part of the educational process. 
 - Parent feedback is important and useful. 
 - Parent volunteers are assistants to the teachers in the 
   school. 
 - Teachers first and foremost responsibility is to the needs 
   of the children in the classroom. 
 - Parents and teachers take responsibility to learn about 
   Responsive Classroom and Integrated Day Philosophy 
   so they may be effective role models. 
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Therefore: 
Families and teachers, in agreement with our      
belief statement, will support each other through 
active involvement to further each child’s social, 
emotional and educational development. 

Code of Conduct 
 
Volunteers Shall 
• support the philosophy of the school 
• Be respectful of students, their individual levels and 

needs. 
• Use statements that will be encouraging and positive 

when redirecting behavior, following the Responsive 
Classroom model. 

• Respect student confidentiality, as described in the con-
fidentiality policy below. 

• Adhere to the volunteer’s schedule and notify the school 
if unable to come.  This will allow the teachers to plan 
accordingly. 

• Be willing to take part in training sessions when availa-
ble. 

• Agree not to abuse his/her position as a volunteer to 
private advantage. 

• Give equal attention to all students, unless otherwise 
requested by the teacher. 

• Honor the professional’s role in the school community 
and shall not undermine or detract from the efforts of 
professional staff. 

• Always conduct themselves in such a way that is not 
physically, emotionally, sexually, or verbally abusive to 
students or staff. 
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• shall discuss issues or concerns at an agreed upon 
time outside of class time. 

• Feel comfortable in their volunteer activities. 
• Follow the policies described here in order to contin-

ue working in the school. 
• Be directed by the professional in regard to academic 

activities. 

POLICIES 
Parent volunteers shall be involved in governance through the gov-
erning board and school council. 
 
There shall be two scheduled student led conferences per year for in 
depth discussion of your child’s progress.  Additional conferences 
can be scheduled; talk to your child’s teacher after school hours to 
make arrangements. 

Confidentiality Policy 
All members of the IDCS community have a right to pri-
vacy.  Volunteers shall consider confidentiality before dis-
cussing academic, behavioral, or health information about 
students, families or adults.  Observations and concerns 
about students shall be brought to the teacher’s attention, 
rather than shared with others. 
 
If there is any question about what is to be held confiden-
tial, err on the side of caution and keep the information to 
yourself. 
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Volunteering in the school/classroom: 
• Provide one on one attention for students who need help;  
• Help a student edit a written piece; 
• Read to a child or listen to a child read; 
• Assist with baking or sewing projects; 
• Talk with students about your career/job; 
• Assist children with before or after school homework; 
• Assist with scientific experiments in the classroom; 
• Help students brainstorm ideas for research projects and find 

resources;  
• Maintain an Integrated Day bulletin board for upcoming 

events, news, student accomplishments, etc.; 
• Teach children a craft or game; 
• Organize an after school club (gardening, drama, computer 

games, discovery, reading, crafts, etc.) 
• Help in the lunchroom; 
• Help in the art room; 
• Help in the media center; 
• Help with parking lot patrol; 
• Math counts; 
• Help with creation of an IDCS Alumni Association 
• Serve on a Committee:: 
 * Special Events Committee, Basket Raffle, Yearbook, Movie 
               Night, etc.  
 * I.D.E.A. Planning Committee 
 * Political Action Committee 
• Serve on School Council. 
• Serve on the Governing Board. 
• Serve on the IDCS Foundation. 
• Serve on a Governing Board Committee or Task Force. 

Volunteer Opportunies 
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Volunteering during Non-School Hours 
• Organize or work at a fund raiser (car wash, skating party, pie or 

plant sale); 
• Compile a “wish list” of supplies or equipment the program would 

like to have; 
• Accompany students to tour colleges in Connecticut; 
• Take students on field trips to sites related to their research topics; 
• Do a clerical task at home (i.e. making math or vocabulary flash 

cards); 
• Help with play practices after school; 
• Construct a piece of equipment that the program needs (coat racks, 

cubbies, bird/bat houses, bulletin boards); 
• Call or visit area businesses for donations of supplies/equipment; 
• Organize a “book swap” or ongoing book exchange system; 
• Assist students with beach cleanup or beautification project; 
• Compile a list of guest speakers; 
• Help improve the school’s appearance by cleaning, painting, or 

planting flowers;  
• Catalog books for classroom libraries; 
• Help plan and organize Family Nights at the school or in the com-

munity (attend plays, go caroling, put on skits at senior homes, 
math/science nights…); 

• Publish a school calendar or newsletter; 
• Check out artwork from a public library to display in the class-

room; 
• Record worthwhile TV programs to build a video library; 
• Search for grants or unusual funding sources; 
• Help students organize a food or clothing collection 
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What Have Integrated Day Parent Volunteers Accomplished? 
• Volunteered in the classroom 
• Organized a pot luck supper 
• Arranged and attended field trips 
• Organized a plant sale, pie sale, and poinsettia sale 
• Taught a craft to students 
• Made classroom materials 
• Assisted with classroom baking and sewing projects 
• Conducted tours of the Integrated Day classrooms for new par-

ents and attended 8 PTO meetings to help inform parents about 
the Integrated Day program 

• Transported students to a senior citizen home to give computer 
instruction 

• Helped with after school activities 
• Donated and installed computer equipment 
• Completed clerical tasks at home and in school 
• Chaperoned after school trips to Conn. College for Internet train-

ing 
• Telephoned parents to inform them of upcoming events 
• Organized a skating party 
• Attended evening workshops and family nights, such as Phan-

tom of the Opera and Hot Fudge and Fiction 
• Produced a monthly calendar 
• Brought individual students to research sites 
• Helped organize an end of the year picnic for Integrated Day 

families 
• Created “The Book Van”,  a book swap van that visits The Inte-

grated Day Charter School and other area schools 
• Raised funds through soup labels, box tops, stuff the chicken, Sox 

Tops and recycling used ink cartridges 
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NOTES: 
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What can YOU do to help at our school? 

       
      
       Confidentiality Form 

I have read and understand the Volunteer Handbook, and will ad-
here to the policies set forth. 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Parent’s Signature     Date 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Teacher’s Signature     Date 

 We’re looking forward to working with you! 
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